Al Guidelines—Syllabus

Timo Seidl

September 1, 2025

[ encourage you to use large language models like ChatGPT to improve, speed up, or challenge your
writing (be that of text or code)—I regularly do so myself. However, not only do I expect you do make
every use very (!) transparent. [ also want you to reflect on three things: First, current large language
models are not very useful if it’s really important to get things right. If you see yourself working in an
area where this matters, you will have to learn how to get things right. Second, current large language
models are much more useful if you actually know what you're doing—much like a cheat code in a
video game is much more useful to someone who is actually good at the game. So if you want to
be augmented instead of replaced by large language models, keep learning stuff. Lastly, by routinely
relying on Al shortcuts you relinquish, as English professor Thomas Pfau puts it, ‘the experience of
intellectual achievement and growth, which can only ever be the fruit of sustained personal effort’.
Your time at university will become ‘a relentless series of logistical challenges’, rather than ‘a process
of learning and intellectual and personal growth’. So think very clearly about what you are giving up
—and risking—when trying to save some time.


https://www.literarymatters.org/16-1-saving-time/

